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So, though this cunning mistress and this queen
Doth as her instrument the Senses use,
To know all things that are felt, heard, or seen.
Yet she herself doth only judge and choose.

Even as our great wise Empress that now reigns

By sovereign title over sundry lands
Borrows in mean affairs her subjects* pains,
Sees by their eyes, and writeth by their hands,

But things of weight and consequence, indeed^
Herself doth in her chamber them debate,
Where all her counsellers she doth exceed
As far in judgment as she doth in state:

Or as the man whom she doth now advance
Upon her gracious mercy-seat to sit
Doth common things, of course and circumstance,
To the reports of common men commit,

But when the cause itself must be decreed,
Himself in person, in his proper Court,
To grave and solemn hearing doth proceed
Of every proof and every by-report:

Then like God's angel he pronounceth right,
And milk and honey from his tongue doth flov|
Happy are they that still are in his sight,
To reap the wisdom which his lips do sow:

Right so the Soul, which is a kdy free,
And doth the justice of her State maintain,
Because the senses ready servants be,
Attending nigh about her Court, the brain,

By them the forms of outward things she learns,
For they return into the fantasy,
"Whatever each of them abroad discerns,
And there enroll it for the Mind to see.

But when she sits to judge the good and 31,
And to discern betwixt the false and true,
She is not guided by the Senses* skill,
But doth each thing in ber own mirror view;